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AGE Platform Europe: who are we?

• European network of 100+ organisations of and for older people

• Secretariat in Brussels – coordination of the network, policy and 
project work at EU level (14 staff members)

• Financial support from the European Union

Goal: equality and dignity in older age



• “Time bomb”, “silver tsunami”, “demographic problem”

vs

• “Silver economy”, “ageing as an economic opportunity”

Ageing in Europe:
A problem? An opportunity?

29/03/2021 3



• Longer lives: a fact to be welcomed
• Need to challenge stereotypes, prejudices and discrimination
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Ageing in Europe:
A problem? An opportunity?



• Substantial gaps in access across the EU

What about long-term care?
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Rodrigues, R. “Measuring Long-term 
Care: Access, Quality and 
Sustainability”, Thematic Discussion 
Paper, European Commission, 2019



• Quality issues, outdated care models, lack of prioritisation
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What about long-term care?

The New York Times, 9 August 2020



• Quality issues, outdated care models, lack of prioritisation
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What about long-term care?

The New York Times, 9 August 2020



• A focus on services rather than goals

What about long-term care?
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• Long-term care, mostly a national competence
Yet,
• Green Paper on Ageing
• European Pillar of Social Rights (principle 18)

Everyone has the right to affordable long-term care services of 
good quality, in particular home-care and community-based 
services.

EU action on long-term care
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• European Pillar of Social Rights: 2021 Action Plan

Upcoming report on LTC of the Social Protection Committee
and the European Commission
Proposal for new indicators on long-term care: spending and 

coverage of needs
EU policy initiative in 2022

EU action on long-term care
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• What we ask for:

EU access and quality indicators
Access targets
Measures to support informal carers
Focus on integrated care
Working conditions
Regulation of the private market

EU action on long-term care
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EU action on long-term care
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• What we ask for:
 Close the gap between ageing and disability – link European

Pillar of Social Rights and the new 2021-2030 EU Disability
Rights Strategy

• Accessibility
• Participation
• Quality of life and independent living
• Skills and jobs
• Social protection
• Education
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• www.age-platform.eu
• borja.arrue@age-platform.eu
• Twitter: @AGE_PlatformEU  

Thank you!
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http://www.age-platform.eu/
mailto:borja.arrue@age-platform.eu

	The EU and long-term care:�Moving forward (hopefully)
	AGE Platform Europe: who are we?
	Ageing in Europe:�A problem? An opportunity?
	Ageing in Europe:�A problem? An opportunity?
	What about long-term care?
	What about long-term care?
	What about long-term care?
	What about long-term care?
	EU action on long-term care
	Diapositive numéro 10
	EU action on long-term care
	EU action on long-term care
	EU action on long-term care
	Diapositive numéro 14
	Diapositive numéro 15
	Thank you!

